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On Bramante

A new interpretation of the work of Bramante, suggesting an agenda for contemporary architectural practice
In On Bramante, architect Pier Paolo Tamburelli considers the work of the celebrated Italian Renaissance
architect Donato Bramante and through this reappraisal suggests a possible agenda for current architectural
practice. Bramante, Tamburelli argues, offers an excellent starting point to imagine a contemporary theory of
space, to reflect on the relationship between architecture and politics, and to look back—with neither
nostalgia nor contempt—at the tradition of Western classicism. Starting from a discussion of the difference in
the work of Bramante in Milan (1481–1499) and Rome (1499–1514), Tamburelli highlights the peculiarities
of Bramante’s architecture, especially in comparison to that of his predecessor Leon Battista Alberti and
successor Andrea Palladio. This in turn opens up new possibilities for appreciating his spatial experiments,
and to derive from Bramante’s abstraction and disassociation of form from function a revised theory of space
for contemporary architecture. Such a theory might even advance a newfound political understanding of
classicism, and a model—perhaps more valid now than ever before—for a public architecture. The text is
bookended by a series of color photographic plates of Bramante’s works by photographer Bas Princen.

Bramante's Tempietto, the Roman Renaissance, and the Spanish Crown

The Tempietto, the embodiment of the Renaissance mastery of classical architecture and its Christian
reinvention, was also the pre-eminent commission of the Catholic kings, Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabel of
Castile, in papal Rome. This groundbreaking book situates Bramante's time-honored memorial dedicated to
Saint Peter and the origins of the Roman Catholic Church at the center of a coordinated program of the arts
exalting Spain's leadership in the quest for Christian hegemony. The innovations in form and iconography
that made the Tempietto an authoritative model for Western architecture were fortified in legacy monuments
created by the popes in Rome and the kings in Spain from the later Renaissance to the present day. New
photographs expressly taken for this study capture comprehensive views and focused details of this exemplar
of Renaissance art and statecraft.

La città di Bramante

In Lombardia, a Loreto o in Vaticano i luoghi di Bramante mi sembrano concorrere a delineare aspetti
generali di una città e di un paesaggio costruito ancora adeguati. Una costruzione forse frammentaria,
sospesa, ma comunque capace di rappresentare il valore pubblico della città e di attribuire senso e misura a
preesistenze, persino a rovine. Come frammenti ancora affioranti le opere di Bramante sanno riunire
impianto, topografia e aspetti naturali del paesaggio, permanenze e costruzione tecnica, luogo del progetto e
progetto. Sino a poter costituire ancor oggi un irrinunciabile insegnamento.

The Bramante Code and the ‘Hexagon’ Secret Society

In a couple of remote Italian locations, a copy of Leonardo’s secret Codex gets hidden for centuries, until it
comes into the possession (around the early 40s) of a certain Government. Bramante, in his Tempietto,
hosted the meetings of the hexagon secret society. He was not in friendly terms with Michelangelo. Other
enlightened architects, such as Palladio and Borromini, also initiated to the Society’s secrets thanks to the
mysterious symbols left by the clever architect sculpted on the Tempietto, that they both managed to decode,
were more fearful about the future – and therefore diligently visited the Tempietto’s cripta and adhered to the
Society’s protocol... it all had to do with the hexagon on Saturn’s pole, that also Galileo had seen on Saturn’s



pole in his days, but had kept it a secret not wanting to end up burnt at the stake like Giordano Bruno. Of
course, in those days humans didn’t realise one could travel faster than light, be in more places than one at
once, allowing them to time-travel. San Pietro in Montorio’s Tempietto was thought to be the place where the
Hexagon “Headquarters” could be reached...

The School of Bramante

This classic work presents a stimulating survey of the most exciting and innovative period in the history of
architecture. Lotz also goes beyond the more familiar locations, architects and buildings to conquer less well-
known territories, exploring Piedmont and Vitozzi and ending with a study of bizzarrie.

Architecture in Italy, 1500-1600

An unforgettable year in the life of a visionary high school science teacher and his award-winning students,
as they try to get into college, land a date for the prom . . . and possibly change the world “A complex portrait
of the ups and downs of teaching in a culture that undervalues what teaching delivers.”—The Wall Street
Journal Andy Bramante left his successful career as a corporate scientist to teach public high school—and
now helms one of the most remarkable classrooms in America. Bramante’s unconventional class at
Connecticut’s prestigious yet diverse Greenwich High School has no curriculum, tests, textbooks, or lectures,
and is equal parts elite research lab, student counseling office, and teenage hangout spot. United by a passion
to learn, Mr. B.’s band of whiz kids set out every year to conquer the brutally competitive science fair circuit.
They have won the top prize at the Google Science Fair, made discoveries that eluded scientists three times
their age, and been invited to the Nobel Prize ceremony in Stockholm. A former Emmy-winning producer for
CBS News, Heather Won Tesoriero embeds in this dynamic class to bring Andy and his gifted, all-too-
human kids to life—including William, a prodigy so driven that he’s trying to invent diagnostics for artery
blockage and Alzheimer’s (but can’t quite figure out how to order a bagel); Ethan, who essentially outgrows
high school in his junior year and founds his own company to commercialize a discovery he made in the
class; Sophia, a Lyme disease patient whose ambitious work is dedicated to curing her own debilitating
ailment; Romano, a football player who hangs up his helmet to pursue his secret science expertise and
develop a “smart” liquid bandage; and Olivia, whose invention of a fast test for Ebola brought her science
fair fame and an appearance on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. We experience the thrill of discovery,
the heartbreak of failed endeavors, and perhaps the ultimate high: a yes from Harvard. Moving, funny, and
utterly engrossing, The Class is a superb account of hard work and high spirits, a stirring tribute to how
essential science is in our schools and our lives, and a heartfelt testament to the power of a great teacher to
help kids realize their unlimited potential. Praise for The Class “Captivating . . . Journalist Tesoriero left her
job at CBS News to embed herself in Bramante’s classroom for the academic year, and she does this so
successfully, a reader forgets she is even there. Her skill at drawing out not only Bramante but also the
personal lives, hopes and concerns of these students is impressive. . . . It is a fascinating glimpse of a
teaching environment that most public school teachers will never know.”—The Washington Post

The Class

This book is the first study to provide a comprehensive historical and theoretical account of the Academia
Leonardi Vinci. Pederson brings together literary sources to offer a new interpretation of the academy not as
one singular entity, but as a collection of academic modalities in Renaissance Milan. Eventually these various
modalities converged around their namesake Leonardo da Vinci, as well as the architect Donato Bramante.
This group drew together not only humanists, as in other early Italian academies, but also practitioners of a
range of disciplines that ultimately gave way to a new kind of group. This collective of creative personages
generated forms of expression that explored the liminal spaces between art, geometry, architecture, and the
natural world, which in turn stimulated conversation and debate. This activity made it different from other
early Italian academies, and in this way it offered something entirely new.
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Architecture of the Renaissance from Brunelleschi to Michael Angelo
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